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mony resembles in its significance the French custom of drink-
ing, several out of the same glass; but, in addition, the pipe is
left in the keeping of the most honored man, as a sacred trust,
and a sure pledge of the peace and union that will ever subsist
among them as long as it shall remain in that person’s hands.

Of all the spirits to whom they offer sacrifice, they honor
with a very special worship one who is preéminent above the
others, as they maintain, because he is the maker of all things.
Such a passionate desire have they to see him that they keep
long fasts to that end, hoping that by this means God will be
induced to appear to them in their sleep; and if they chance to
see him, they deem themselves happy, and assured of a long
life.

All the nations of the South have this same wish to see God,
which, without doubt, greatly facilitates their conversion; for
it only remains to teach them how they must serve him in order
to see him and be blessed.

I have proclaimed the name of Jesus Christ here to eighty
people of this nation, and they have carried it and published it
with approbation to the whole country of the South; conse-
quently I can say that this Mission is the one where I have
labored the least and accomplished the most. They honor our
Lord among themselves ii their own way, putting his Tmage,
which I have given them, in the most honored place on the oc-
casion of any important feast, while the Master of the banquet
addresses it as follows: “In thy honor, O Man-God, do we hold
this feast; to thee do we offer these viands.”

I confess that the fairest field for the Gospel appears to me
to be yonder. Had I had leisure and opportunity, I would
have pushed on to their country, to see with my own eyes all the
good things there of which they tell me.

I find all those with whom I have mingled affable and hu-
mane; and it is said that whenever they meet a stranger, they
give a cry of joy, caress him, and show him every possible evi-
dence of affection. I have baptized but one child of this nation.
The seeds of the faith which I have sown in their souls will bear
fruit when it pleases the master of the vine to gather it. Their
country is warm, and they raise two crops of Indian corn a year.



